[A viscosimetric study of thermally induced release of ds-DNA from Un phage].
The thermally induced ejection of DNA from the head of the Un phage was studied by viscosimetry, pH was used as a variable external factor. The results obtained suggest that the infection of the bacterium by the phage occurs in the pH range 6-10 rather than in the acidic medium (pH 4-5) because the infection can take place only if the DNA is completely ejected from the phage head. It was shown that the ejection of DNA upon dilution of the initial concentration of the phage depends on the time required for the equilibrium of the phage suspension in the corresponding buffer solution to be established after which the measurements can be performed. In our experiments, this time interval was 24 h.